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The young general of the army of Italy found it
convenient to believe the charge and sent Augereau
to Paris to do the business. The Constitutionalists
of the Chambers were seized, sent across France in
open iron cages, and despatched with every circum-
stance of rigour and barbarity to expiate their virtues
in the torrid and fever-stricken village of Sinamary.
Carnot, the organizer of victory, fled to Switzerland ;
Barthelemy was deported to Cayenne ; the elections
in forty-nine departments were summarily quashed.
In every district a military tribunal was established
to identify and to shoot emigres.

Then ensued a period unredeemed by any gleam
of grandeur, and marked by every species of corrup-
tion and violence. The laws against the emigres and
the priests were sharpened and enforced with increasing
rigour, and for the first time since the age of Diocle-
tian the whole mechanism of a powerful government
was employed to destroy Christianity.

In the fury of party feeling the instinct of good sense
and public policy disappeared. The Fructiclorians,
playing for their own hand and aware that foreign war
supported the armies of the Republic, rejected a fair
occasion for a general and an honourable peace. After
the victories of Bonaparte had driven Austria to con-
clude the peace of Campo-Formio and to recognize the
acquisition by France of Belgium, of Ancona, and the
Ionian Islands, England sent Lord Malmesbury to
treat at Lille. The British Government was prepared
to make astonishing concessions, to recognize the
European conquests of France, and to restore the
captured French colonies, save only the Cape of Good
Hope taken from the Dutch, and Surinam taken from
the Spaniards. The Directory broke off negotiations